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�2�Q���0�D�U�F�K�����������������������W�K�H���&�R�Q�V�R�O�L�G�D�W�H�G���$�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����������������3���/�������������������������Z�D�V���V�L�J�Q�H�G���L�Q�W�R���O�D�Z����
�S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J�������������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V�����W�K�H���V�D�P�H���O�H�Y�H�O���D�V���L�Q���)�<�������������������D�E�R�Y�H���W�K�H��
�$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���U�H�T�X�H�V�W���R�I�����������������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� 

���ž�•�‘�˜�›�’�£�Š�•�’�˜�—�1���Ž�•�’�œ�•�Š�•�’�˜�— 
�'�H�V�S�L�W�H���U�H�S�H�D�W�H�G���H�I�I�R�U�W�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�D�V�W���G�H�F�D�G�H�����&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V���K�D�V���Q�R�W���H�Q�D�F�W�H�G���D���Q�H�Z���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V��
�I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���O�D�V�W���V�X�F�K���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����3���/�����������������������D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���L�Q��������������
�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G���W�K�H���\�H�D�U�V���)�<�����������W�R���)�<�������������$�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���E�L�O�O�V�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����U�R�X�W�L�Q�H�O�\���Z�D�L�Y�H���W�K�H��
                                                 
1 Supporting Peace Corps operations are about 967 U.S. direct hire staff, 191 of whom are overseas, and about 2,000 
locally hired employees at overseas locations (data as of April 2018 provided by Peace Corps). 
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�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���D�L�G���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�����D�V���W�K�H���&�R�Q�V�R�O�L�G�D�W�H�G��
�$�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���$�F�W�����������������†���������������G�L�G���L�Q���W�K�H���F�D�V�H���R�I���)�<�����������X�Q�D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�H�G���I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���D�L�G���S�U�R�J�U�D�P��
�D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�R�V�H���I�R�U���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V�����7�K�H���O�D�V�W���W�L�P�H���E�R�W�K���+�R�X�V�H���D�Q�G���6�H�Q�D�W�H���W�R�R�N���D�F�W�L�R�Q��
�W�R���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�H���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���O�H�Y�H�O�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���Z�D�V���L�Q���������������1�H�L�W�K�H�U���E�L�O�O�����6���������������R�U���+���5����������������
�V�D�Z���I�O�R�R�U���D�F�W�L�R�Q���� 

�6�D�P���)�D�U�U���D�Q�G���1�L�F�N���&�D�V�W�O�H���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���5�H�I�R�U�P���$�F�W���R�I���������������/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���L�Q��
�E�R�W�K���W�K�H���+�R�X�V�H���D�Q�G���6�H�Q�D�W�H���L�Q���W�K�H���������W�K���&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V���W�R���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���D���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���L�V�V�X�H�V�����P�R�V�W���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J��
�Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���K�H�D�O�W�K���D�Q�G���V�D�I�H�W�\�����6�����������������W�K�H���1�L�F�N���&�D�V�W�O�H���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���5�H�I�R�U�P���$�F�W���R�I�����������������D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G��
�E�\���W�K�H���6�H�Q�D�W�H���0�D�U�F�K�����������������������D�Q�G���V�H�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���+�R�X�V�H���)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���$�I�I�D�L�U�V���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���I�R�U���I�X�U�W�K�H�U��
�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����V�R�X�J�K�W���W�R���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�D�U�H���E�\���P�D�Q�G�D�W�L�Q�J���L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���L�Q�V�S�H�F�W�R�U��
�J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���F�D�O�O�L�Q�J���I�R�U���D���U�H�Y�L�H�Z���R�I���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�D�U�H���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�\����
�D�P�R�Q�J���R�W�K�H�U���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V�����$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���S�U�R�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V���Z�R�X�O�G���H�[�S�D�Q�G���H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���W�K�H���I�L�Y�H���\�H�D�U���U�X�O�H��
�I�R�U���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�]�H�G���I�L�H�O�G�V�����U�H�T�X�L�U�H���F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V���S�U�L�R�U���W�R���R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���R�U���F�O�R�V�L�Q�J��
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�����D�O�O�R�Z���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�W���L�Q�V�S�H�F�W�R�U���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���U�H�Y�L�H�Z���R�I���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���G�H�D�W�K�V�����D�Q�G���H�Q�V�X�U�H��
�G�L�V�F�O�R�V�X�U�H���R�I���F�U�L�P�H�V���D�Q�G���U�L�V�N�V���W�R���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���W�R���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�Q�W�V�����$���+�R�X�V�H���E�L�O�O�����+���5��������������
���W�K�H���6�D�P���)�D�U�U���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���(�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W���$�F�W�������D�L�P�H�G���W�R���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���F�R�P�S�H�Q�V�D�W�L�R�Q���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W�V���W�R��
�G�L�V�D�E�O�H�G���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V�����L�Q�I�R�U�P���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�Q�W�V���R�I���F�U�L�P�H���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���U�L�V�N�V�����D�Q�G���P�D�Q�G�D�W�H���D���U�H�S�R�U�W���R�Q���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U��
�D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���K�H�D�O�W�K���F�D�U�H���E�H�Q�H�I�L�W�V�����D�P�R�Q�J���R�W�K�H�U���L�W�H�P�V�����7�K�H���W�Z�R���E�L�O�O�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���6�D�P���)�D�U�U��
�D�Q�G���1�L�F�N���&�D�V�W�O�H���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���5�H�I�R�U�P���$�F�W���R�I���������������+���5�������������������Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V���D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���+�R�X�V�H��
�R�Q���-�X�O�\�����������������������D�Q�G���W�K�H���6�H�Q�D�W�H���R�Q���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�����������������������D�Q�G���Z�D�V���V�L�J�Q�H�G���L�Q�W�R���O�D�Z���R�Q���2�F�W�R�E�H�U��������
�������������3���/������������������������ 

���Ž�Š�Œ�Ž�1���˜�›�™�œ�1���˜�•�’�Œ�¢�1�Š�—�•�1���•�–�’�—�’�œ�•�›�Š�•�’�˜�— 

���Ž�Š�Œ�Ž�1���˜�›�™�œ�1�X�V�V�_�,�X�V�W�\ 
�7�K�H���W�Z�R���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�V���Z�K�R���V�H�U�Y�H�G���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���2�E�D�P�D���$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���X�Q�G�H�U�W�R�R�N���D���Z�L�G�H��
�U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���U�H�I�R�U�P�V���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�L�Q�J���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V�����0�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���U�H�I�R�U�P�V���Z�H�U�H���G�U�D�Z�Q���I�U�R�P���W�K�H��������
�U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V���P�D�G�H���L�Q���D���F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���R�I���D�J�H�Q�F�\���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V��
�F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���L�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R���D�������������F�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���G�L�U�H�F�W�L�Y�H��2���$�V���D���U�H�V�X�O�W���R�I���W�K�H��
�F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W�����W�K�H���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���W�R�R�N���V�W�H�S�V���W�R���U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�]�H���L�W�V���V�H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���K�R�V�W��
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���E�\���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�L�Q�J���F�O�H�D�U���F�U�L�W�H�U�L�D���I�R�U���H�Q�W�U�\���D�Q�G���D���I�R�U�P�D�O���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���S�R�U�W�I�R�O�L�R���U�H�Y�L�H�Z���R�I���D�O�O��
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���L�W���R�S�H�U�D�W�H�V�����,�W���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���D���Q�H�Z���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q���S�R�O�L�F�\�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J��
�D�J�H�Q�F�\���Z�L�G�H���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�R�U�V���W�R���D�O�O�R�Z���U�H�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���R�Q���F�R�P�P�R�Q���U�H�V�X�O�W�V���D�F�U�R�V�V���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�V���D�Q�G��
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V��3���7�R���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���P�H�G�L�F�D�O���F�D�U�H�����3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���K�L�U�H�G���Q�H�Z���5�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���0�H�G�L�F�D�O��
�2�I�I�L�F�H�U�V���D�Q�G���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���D���+�H�D�O�W�K���4�X�D�O�L�W�\���,�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�����7�R���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���V�W�D�I�I���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�Q�H�V�V����
�W�K�H���D�J�H�Q�F�\���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�G���D���U�H�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���G�H�V�N���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V�����D���U�H�V�X�O�W�V���R�U�L�H�Q�W�H�G���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H��
�D�S�S�U�D�L�V�D�O���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�����D�Q�G���D���U�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�R�X�U���O�H�Q�J�W�K�V���W�R���I�L�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���������P�R�Q�W�K�V�����2�I���W�K�H��
�P�D�Q�\���R�W�K�H�U���U�H�I�R�U�P�V�����V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���D�U�H���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���Q�R�W�H�Z�R�U�W�K�\ 

�9�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���F�R�P�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�����J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�L�V�W�V�����7�K�H���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���L�V���D���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���I�R�U�F�H���F�R�P�S�R�V�H�G���O�D�U�J�H�O�\���R�I��
�J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�L�V�W�V�����)�R�U���P�X�F�K���R�I���L�W�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q�����������R�I���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���U�H�F�H�Q�W���F�R�O�O�H�J�H��
�J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H�V���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���D�J�H���R�I�����������:�K�L�O�H���V�R�P�H���K�D�Y�H���D�U�J�X�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���V�K�R�X�O�G���D�O�W�H�U���L�W�V��
�F�R�P�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���W�R���P�H�H�W���W�K�H���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J���Q�H�H�G�V���R�I���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���I�R�U���H�G�X�F�D�W�H�G���V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W�V�����W�K�H��
                                                 
2 Peace Corps, A Comprehensive Agency Assessment, June 2010,��http://files.peacecorps.gov/multimedia/pdf/opengov/
PC_Comprehensive_Agency_Assessment.pdf. 
3 The Kate Puzey Peace Corps Volunteer Protection Act of 2011 (P.L. 112-57) amended the Peace Corps Act to add a 
section requiring annual portfolio reviews and monitoring and evaluation processes such as those that came out of the 
assessment. 



The Peace Corps: Current Issues  
 

Congressional Research Service  RS21168 · VERSION 70 · UPDATED 3 
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�W�K�H���F�R�Q�V�W�U�D�L�Q�W�V���R�I���F�D�U�H�H�U���S�D�W�K�V���L�Q���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���W�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���O�L�N�H�O�\���O�L�P�L�W���W�K�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���R�O�G�H�U��
�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W�V���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���W�R���L�W�����,�Q���O�L�H�X���R�I���D���V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���I�R�U�F�H�����W�K�H���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���W�H�D�P���V�X�J�J�H�V�W�H�G��
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4 Peace Corps Inspector General, �6�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���R�Q���W�K�H���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V�¶���0�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���3�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H���&�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V, November 
27, 2013, in Peace Corps, FY2013 Performance and Accountability Report, p. 140. 
5 Peace Corps, Performance and Accountability Report FY2013, p. 55. 
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6 Available at https://www.peacecorps.gov/about/open-government/budget-and-performance/. 
7 Peace Corps Act (P.L. 87-293), as amended, Section 2(b). The section was added by Section 1102(a) of the 
International Security and Development Cooperation Act of 1985 (P.L. 99-83).  
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Table 1. Peace Corps Budget: FY200 7-FY2018 

Fiscal Year  2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014  2015 2016 2017  2018 2019 

Request 
($ mil.) 

333.5 343.5 373.4 446.2 439.6 374.5 378.8 380.0 410.0 410.0 398.2 396.2 

Appropriation 
($ mil.) 

330.8 340.0 400.0 374.3 375.0 356.0 379.0 379.5 410.0 410.0 410.0 �³  

Total 
Volunteers 

7,876 7,671 8,655 9,095 8,073 7,209 6,818 6,919 7,213 �³  �³  �³  

Sources: Peace Corps and CRS. 

Notes:  Figures reflect across-the-board rescissions and supplemental appropriations; they do not count 
transfers. Total volunteers are number at end of the fiscal year. Volunteer numbers include those funded by both 
Peace Corps appropriations as well as transfers from other agencies, such as the State Departmen�W���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�·�V��
Emergency Program for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). In FY2017, 785 volunteers were funded by PEPFAR with a 
transfer of $17.1 million, an amount not included in the table. 
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�H�Q�W�D�L�O�����$�V���Q�R�W�H�G���D�E�R�Y�H�����W�K�H���)�<�����������&�R�Q�V�R�O�L�G�D�W�H�G���$�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V���$�F�W�����3���/�����������������������'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���)����
�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���W�K�H���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���W�R���V�X�E�P�L�W���D���U�H�S�R�U�W���D�V�V�H�V�V�L�Q�J���L�W�V���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���P�R�G�H�O���D�Q�G���S�U�R�S�R�V�L�Q�J���D��
�V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\���I�R�U���U�H�I�R�U�P�����L���H�������W�K�H���F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W�����Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���O�D�U�J�H�O�\��
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�:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�����0�D�L�Q�H�����&�R�O�R�U�D�G�R�����D�Q�G���0�L�Q�Q�H�V�R�W�D�� 
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�6�H�Q�H�J�D�O�����0�R�]�D�P�E�L�T�X�H�����7�D�Q�]�D�Q�L�D�����3�D�U�D�J�X�D�\����
�0�R�U�R�F�F�R�����D�Q�G���3�D�Q�D�P�D�����$�V���P�L�J�K�W���E�H���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G��
�I�U�R�P���D�Q���D�J�H�Q�F�\���I�R�F�X�V�H�G���L�Q���S�D�U�W���R�Q��
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�����D���O�D�U�J�H���S�R�U�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U��
�I�R�U�F�H���V�H�U�Y�H�V���L�Q���V�X�E���6�D�K�D�U�D�Q���$�I�U�L�F�D�������������L�Q��
�)�<���������������$�Q�R�W�K�H�U�����������R�I���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���Z�R�U�N���L�Q��
�/�D�W�L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D���&�D�U�L�E�E�H�D�Q�������������L�Q���$�V�L�D���D�Q�G��
�3�D�F�L�I�L�F�������������L�Q���(�X�U�R�S�H�����D�Q�G���������L�Q���1�R�U�W�K��
�$�I�U�L�F�D�����V�H�H���)�L�J�X�U�H�����������3�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���L�Q�V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G��
�V�D�I�H�W�\���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V���S�U�H�F�O�X�G�H���D���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H��
�L�Q���W�K�H���0�L�G�G�O�H���(�D�V�W�����,�Q���U�H�F�H�Q�W���\�H�D�U�V�����D���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���Z�D�V���O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G���L�Q���%�X�U�P�D�����,�Q��������������
�3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G���W�K�H���V�W�L�O�O���S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���D���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���L�Q���9�L�H�W�Q�D�P�� 
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�7�K�H���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���W�Z�R���W�\�S�H�V���R�I���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�����$�E�R�X�W�����������R�I���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���V�H�U�Y�H���L�Q��
�W�K�H���W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���������P�R�Q�W�K���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�U�H�H���P�R�Q�W�K�V���R�I���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�����V�N�L�O�O�����D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J����
�0�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���D�U�H���U�H�F�H�Q�W���F�R�O�O�H�J�H���J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H�V���Z�L�W�K���D���³�J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�L�V�W�´���E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�� 

�,�Q���������������3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���W�K�H���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���5�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�����I�R�U�P�H�U�O�\���&�U�L�V�L�V���&�R�U�S�V������
�Z�K�L�F�K���G�U�D�Z�V���R�Q���³�U�H�W�X�U�Q�H�G�´�����L���H�������I�R�U�P�H�U�����Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V�����5�3�&�9�V�����D�Q�G�����V�L�Q�F�H���������������W�K�R�V�H���Z�L�W�K��
�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�L�V�W���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G�V���Z�K�R���K�D�Y�H���Q�H�Y�H�U���E�H�H�Q���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V�����I�R�U���V�K�R�U�W���W�H�U�P�����W�K�U�H�H���P�R�Q�W�K��
�W�R���R�Q�H���\�H�D�U�����H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\�����K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q�����D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���D�V�V�L�J�Q�P�H�Q�W�V���D�W���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���O�H�Y�H�O���Z�L�W�K��
�Q�R�Q�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���U�H�O�L�H�I���D�Q�G���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�R���G�D�W�H�����P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���������������3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V��
�5�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���K�D�Y�H���V�H�U�Y�H�G���L�Q���������F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���S�R�V�W���W�V�X�Q�D�P�L���7�K�D�L�O�D�Q�G���D�Q�G���6�U�L���/�D�Q�N�D��
�D�Q�G���S�R�V�W���H�D�U�W�K�T�X�D�N�H���+�D�L�W�L�����$�W���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���)�<�������������W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H�����������3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���5�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H��
�Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���L�Q���������F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� 

�$���V�X�E�V�H�W���R�I���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���5�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���L�V���W�K�H���*�O�R�E�D�O���+�H�D�O�W�K���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���3�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�����O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G���L�Q��������������
�7�K�H���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���G�R�F�W�R�U�V���D�Q�G���Q�X�U�V�H�V���D�V���D�G�M�X�Q�F�W���I�D�F�X�O�W�\���L�Q���P�H�G�L�F�D�O���V�F�K�R�R�O�V���L�Q���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J��
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�����9�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���V�H�U�Y�H���R�Q�H���\�H�D�U���W�H�U�P�V���R�I���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���L�Q���/�L�E�H�U�L�D�����0�D�O�D�Z�L�����6�Z�D�]�L�O�D�Q�G����
�7�D�Q�]�D�Q�L�D�����D�Q�G���8�J�D�Q�G�D�� 

                                                 
8 Data in this section are drawn from the Peace Corps Fact Sheet and CRS communications with Peace Corps. 
9 In FY2017, Peace Corps volunteers were 66% white, 12% Hispanic/Latino origin, 9% African American, 6% Asian 
or Pacific Islander, 4% multiracial, less than 1% American Indian or Alaskan Native, and 2% unidentified. 

Figure 1. Volunteers by Region: FY2017  

 
Source:  Peace Corps. 
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�L�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���D�L�G���L�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V���D�W��
�W�K�H���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H���O�H�Y�H�O�����+�H�D�O�W�K���Z�R�U�N�H�U�V���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H���W�K�H��
�H�I�I�R�U�W�V���R�I���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���*�H�R�U�J�H���:�����%�X�V�K�¶�V��
�3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���(�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\���3�O�D�Q���I�R�U���$�,�'�6���5�H�O�L�H�I��
�D�Q�G���K�L�V���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���0�D�O�D�U�L�D���,�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H����
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10 One exception was its Mexico program, launched in 2004, where the Peace Corps was able to provide specialized 
technical volunteers offering skills in water and environmental engineering. 
11 An additional 3,183 applied to the Peace Corps Response Program in FY2017. 

Figure 2. Peace Corps Program Sectors: 
FY2017 

 
Source: Peace Corps. 
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12 Peace Corps: Meeting the Challenges of the 1990s, May 1990, NSIAD-90-122. 
13 Peace Corps, 2017 Annual Volunteer Survey Results, pp. 24, 35; Peace Corps Office of Inspector General, Recurring 
Issues Report: Final Report Fiscal Years 2012-2015, September 2016, pp. 6-12. 
14 �³�$���U�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���D���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���P�D�G�H���E�\���D���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���Z�K�R���Q�R���O�R�Q�J�H�U���Z�L�V�K�H�V���W�R���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H���K�L�V���R�U���K�H�U���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���´��
Peace Corps, FY2017 Early Termination Report, February 2018, pp. 1, 5. The resignation rate is a sub-set of the early 
termination rate and excludes termination of service factors such as medical separation and interrupted service due to 
evacuations. The cohort rate, as opposed to the annual rate, measures the behavior of volunteers who entered on duty 
during a specific fiscal year and who did or did not complete their entire term of service. Because it follows this cohort 
of volunteers to the end of service, the FY2014 results are only now available in the FY2017 report. 
15 See the Peace Corps Performance and Accountability Report for Fiscal Year FY2013 for the multiple actions taken 
by the agency. Available at http://www.peacecorps.gov/about/policies/docs/. 
16 Peace Corps, Performance and Accountability Report FY2015, p. 70. 
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17 �³�&�D�V�X�D�O�W�L�H�V���R�I���3�H�D�F�H���´��Dayton Daily News, October 26-November 1, 2003. 
18 Peace Corps, Office of the Inspector General, Final Audit Report: Peace Corps Volunteer Safety and Security 
Program, IG-10-08-A, April 2010. 
19 Ibid., pp. i, 17. 
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�V�W�D�Q�G���D�O�R�Q�H���6�D�I�H�W�\���D�Q�G���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���2�I�I�L�F�H���W�R���G�L�U�H�F�W���D�Q�G���R�Y�H�U�V�H�H���D�O�O���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V�����G�H�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W���R�I��

                                                 
20 Ibid., pp. 49-51. 
21 �3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���$�D�U�R�Q���6�����:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V�¶���5�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R���$�%�&���1�H�Z�V�¶������������, January 14, 2011 and January 27, 2011. 
22 Peace Corps 2010 Annual Volunteer Survey, p. 25. 
23 Peace Corps Fact Sheet: Sexual Assault Prevention and Response, January 2011. 
24 Peace Corps �'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���$�D�U�R�Q���6�����:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V�¶���5�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R���$�%�&���:�R�U�O�G���1�H�Z�V, January 27, 2011. It should be noted, 
however, that the 2010 Annual Report on Volunteer Safety published in May 2012 shows a 64% increase in the rate of 
female rape per female volunteer years from the previous year, although the category of female major sexual assault 
fell by 7%. 
25 Peace Corps Fact Sheet: Sexual Assault Prevention and Response, January 2011. 
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�I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�����$���6�H�[�X�D�O���$�V�V�D�X�O�W���$�G�Y�L�V�R�U�\���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O���L�V���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G����
�F�R�P�S�R�V�H�G���R�I���U�H�W�X�U�Q�H�G���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���D�Q�G���H�[�S�H�U�W�V���R�Q���V�H�[�X�D�O���D�V�V�D�X�O�W�����W�R���U�H�Y�L�H�Z���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�F�\���W�R��
�H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�K�H�\���F�R�Q�I�R�U�P���W�R���E�H�V�W���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�����$�Q���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���V�X�U�Y�H�\���L�V���W�R���E�H���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�H�G���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
�H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�Q�H�V�V���R�I���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���D�Q�G���V�D�I�H�W�\�����$���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���L�V���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���W�R���D�O�O�R�Z���U�H�S�R�U�W�V���R�I��
�L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�K�L�O�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�R�Q�I�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O�L�W�\���R�I���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V�����,�W���L�V���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���D�Q�G��
�6�W�D�W�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���%�X�U�H�D�X���R�I���'�L�S�O�R�P�D�W�L�F���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���D�J�U�H�H���W�R���D���P�H�P�R�U�D�Q�G�X�P���R�I���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H��
�G�X�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���R�E�O�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���H�D�F�K���Z�L�W�K���U�H�V�S�H�F�W���W�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���D�Q�G���V�W�D�I�I�����$�Q�G����
�D���U�H�S�R�U�W���R�Q���V�D�I�H�W�\���D�Q�G���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���L�V���W�R���E�H���V�X�E�P�L�W�W�H�G���D�Q�Q�X�D�O�O�\���W�R���&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V�� 

�7�K�H���6�D�P���)�D�U�U���D�Q�G���1�L�F�N���&�D�V�W�O�H���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���5�H�I�R�U�P���$�F�W���R�I�������������U�H�T�X�L�U�H�V���G�H�W�D�L�O�H�G���U�H�Y�L�H�Z���D�Q�G��
�U�H�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���G�H�D�W�K���R�I���D�Q�\���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�����D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���G�L�V�F�O�R�V�X�U�H�V���D�E�R�X�W���F�U�L�P�H���D�Q�G���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\��
�U�L�V�N�V���W�R���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���Q�H�Z���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���V�H�[�X�D�O���D�V�V�D�X�O�W���D�Q�G��
�K�D�U�D�V�V�P�H�Q�W���R�I���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V�� 
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�7�K�H���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�H�G���L�Q���U�H�F�H�Q�W���\�H�D�U�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�U�H�D�W�V���R�I���W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P���D�Q�G��
�F�L�Y�L�O���V�W�U�L�I�H���D�Q�G���K�D�V���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�G���E�\���X�S�J�U�D�G�L�Q�J���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����W�H�V�W�L�Q�J���H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\���D�F�W�L�R�Q���S�O�D�Q�V�����D�Q�G��
�R�W�K�H�U���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V�����7�K�H���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���D�G�G�U�H�V�V�H�V���W�K�H�V�H���O�D�U�J�H�U���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J��
�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�V���R�U���F�L�Y�L�O���X�Q�U�H�V�W�����W�K�U�R�X�J�K���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F���(�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\���$�F�W�L�R�Q���3�O�D�Q�V�����(�$�3�����W�K�D�W���D�U�H��
�W�R���E�H���L�Q���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���H�D�F�K���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�����7�K�H���S�O�D�Q�����W�R���E�H���W�H�V�W�H�G���D�Q�G���U�H�Y�L�V�H�G���D�Q�Q�X�D�O�O�\�����G�H�I�L�Q�H�V��
�U�R�O�H�V���D�Q�G���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���V�W�D�I�I���D�Q�G���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V�����H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�V���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V�����D�Q�G��
�O�L�V�W�V���H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���L�Q���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���� 

�(�Y�D�F�X�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���F�O�R�V�X�U�H���R�I���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V���W�R���H�Q�V�X�U�H���W�K�H���Z�H�O�O���E�H�L�Q�J���R�I���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���K�D�Y�H���F�R�Q�V�W�U�D�L�Q�H�G���W�K�H��
�J�U�R�Z�W�K���R�I���W�K�H���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V�����6�L�Q�F�H���������������Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���H�Y�D�F�X�D�W�H�G���I�U�R�P���D�W���O�H�D�V�W��������
�F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V�����0�R�V�W���R�I�W�H�Q�����H�Y�D�F�X�D�W�L�R�Q�V���Z�H�U�H���G�X�H���W�R���F�D�V�H�V���R�I���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���L�Q�V�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G���F�L�Y�L�O���X�Q�U�H�V�W�����,�Q��

                                                 
33 Peace Corps, 2017 Annual Volunteer Survey, p. ���������D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���K�H�D�G�L�Q�J���³�Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���V�X�U�Y�H�\���U�H�S�R�U�W�V�´���D�W��
http://www.peacecorps.gov/about/open/documents/. 
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�V�X�V�S�H�Q�G�H�G���V�L�Q�F�H���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\���������������6�W�D�U�W���X�S���R�I���D���Q�H�Z���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���L�Q���7�X�Q�L�V�L�D���Z�D�V���G�H�O�D�\�H�G��
�G�X�H���W�R���W�K�H���D�W�W�D�F�N���R�Q���W�K�H���8���6�����(�P�E�D�V�V�\���L�Q���W�K�D�W���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\���L�Q���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�������������D�Q�G���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O��
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�/�H�R�Q�H���G�X�H���W�R���W�K�H���(�E�R�O�D���R�X�W�E�U�H�D�N�����3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���5�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���D�U�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q��
�/�L�E�H�U�L�D�����D�Q�G���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���U�H�W�X�U�Q�H�G���W�R���8�N�U�D�L�Q�H���L�Q���0�D�\���������������*�X�L�Q�H�D���L�Q���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\���������������D�Q�G���6�L�H�U�U�D��
�/�H�R�Q�H���R�Q���0�D�U�F�K���������������,�Q���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���������������3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G���D���V�X�V�S�H�Q�V�L�R�Q���R�I���L�W�V���-�R�U�G�D�Q��
�S�U�R�J�U�D�P���G�X�H���W�R���W�K�H���³�F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W��� �́� 
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�Z�K�L�O�H���L�W���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�H�G���D���U�H�Y�L�H�Z���R�I���L�W�V���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�R�V�H���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����,�Q��
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�S�U�R�J�U�D�P���L�Q���+�R�Q�G�X�U�D�V���Z�D�V���I�R�U�P�D�O�O�\���V�X�V�S�H�Q�G�H�G���L�Q���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�������������D�Q�G���F�O�R�V�H�G���L�Q���)�<�������������3�H�D�F�H��
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37 �7�K�H���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V�¶���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�����3���/��������-293, as amended, §5(e)) requires that Peace Corps provide health 
care to volunteers during service. 
38 Peace Corps, 2017 Annual Volunteer Survey Results: Global Tabular Report, February 2018, p. 38. 
39 �-�R�H���3�D�O�D�]�]�R�O�R�����³�)�R�U�P�H�U���3�H�D�F�H���&�R�U�S�V���9�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���6�X�H�V���2�Y�H�U���0�D�O�D�U�L�D���'�U�X�J���´��Wall Street Journal, March 27, 2015; 
Peace Corps, Recommendations to the Peace Corps Director from the Post-Service Healthcare Task Force, November 
30, 2015, Appendix II, at http://www.peacecorps.gov/about/policies/docs/. 
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40 GAO, Returned Peace Corps Volunteers: Labor and Peace Corps Need Joint Approach to Monitor Access to and 
Quality of Health Care Benefits, GAO-13-27, November 2012; GAO, �:�R�U�N�H�U�V�¶���&�R�P�S�H�Q�V�D�W�L�R�Q�����+�H�D�O�W�K���%�H�Q�H�I�L�W�V��
Programs for Peace Corps Volunteers and for Employees of U.S. Agency for International Development Contractors, 
GAO-16-28R, October 30, 2015. 
41 Peace Corps, Recommendations to the Peace Corps Director from the Post-Service Healthcare Task Force, 
November 30, 2015, at http://www.peacecorps.gov/about/policies/docs/. 
42 Peace Corps Office of the Inspector General, Final Evaluation Report: Impacts of the Five-Year Rule on Operations 
of the Peace Corps, IG-12-05-E, June 2012. 
43 Peace Corps Office of the Inspector General, Management and Performance Challenges, Fiscal Year 2017, at 
https://www.peacecorps.gov/about/inspector-general/reports/. 
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